
KS4 Course Selection Process 2016: Options 

All KS4 students follow the core curriculum of English, Maths, Science, Computing/ICT, PE and Community Values. In year 9, students are given the 
opportunity to make a choice about three additional subjects they would like to study at KS4 (‘choosing options’). It is crucial that individuals 
make the correct decision in order to ensure engagement, progress and equip them with the necessary knowledge, skills and understanding to 
enable appropriate future choices. The curriculum provided to all students enables a breadth and depth of study to promote this. In order to 
support this, all year 9’s undergo the following process. 

 

 

 

 

Assembly in HT2: Know Yourself. At this stage, they are encouraged to reflect on the following, all of which will inform their decision: future career 
aspirations, subject strengths, what subjects they enjoy, reality checking in terms of attainment.  

Assembly in HT3: Options Process. Students are given the details of the options process. The list of options is shared (based on the curriculum model 
which has been designed in-line with DfE requirements and finalised following consultation with staff involved). Students undergo an activity whereby 

they identify important considerations to be made during the process. They are warned about the consequences of taking into account the wrong factors 
e.g. ‘being with friends’ and taking what they regard as ‘easy options’.  

Workshop with year 10 students (w/b 22nd Feb): Year 9 students hear first hand from year 10 students about option courses. Year 9 students are given the 
opportunity to ask questions and year 10 students give honest answers (the year 10 students are prepped regarding professionalism) 

Impartial careers workshop: Manchester College (w/b 22nd Feb). Representatives share expertise wrt careers and future courses in relation to options. 

Options survey (w/b 8th Feb): During form time, students are given the opportunity to express interest in options courses. The information from this will 
be used to finalise the distribution of courses across the option blocks and the courses which will be feasible to run. 



 

 

 

  

 

 

Options Evening (2nd March): Students given opportunity to talk to options teachers re their courses. Students are given advice re their suitability for the 
courses, further details to supplement information in the options booklet is provided. Teachers also share examples of work to give students further 

insight into expectations of the course.  

Assembly in HT3 (2nd March): Options Booklet. The options booklets are distributed to all students. These contain detailed information about all KS4 
courses (including core subjects), including: content overview, skills developed, assessment model, entry requirements, further progression and 

accreditation details. Filling in the options form is explained and important deadlines. 

Submit options form (7th March): Students submit their options form to their form tutor. These are collected by JSM who processes them to provide 
indication as to class numbers and feasibility of courses. Prior to submission, students will be encouraged to seek further advice/guidance from teachers, 

other students, people at home and consider their attainment/aspirations/interests in order to support their decision. 

Options interviews (10th-23rd March): Parents invited and students must attend their allocated interview time, which have been communicated via letters 
home and must be re-iterated daily by form tutors. During this interview, students are given further advice re their option choices. JSM checks 
attainment, progress, engagement and links to realistic career aspirations. Students sign to indicate that their selection is final. Due to the robust and 
rigorous preparation and support students receive during this process: Only under extreme circumstances can a student change options after the 
options interview, examples include: class size, timetable issues.  

 

Class lists shared (24th March): JSM shares class lists with CALs and SLT to inform staffing/timetabling.                                                                                              

 

 Options confirmation letter sent to parents (w/b 18th April): following any necessary amendments from above consultation.  

 

 


